RICHELIEU AND EUROPE
never cultivated the taste for battle, or never sought
that intoxication of riot and risk which makes the true
conqueror. Administrator and diplomat both, he was
leaving nothing to circumstances beyond his foresight. In
the war which he was entered upon, because the necessity
of events compelled him to it, he did not feel absolutely
sure of himself; the conflict had broken out prematurely:
Richelieu was working to provide France with an army,
but this is a long-drawn-out task, necessitating years of the
minutest organisation, and he was far from having realised
what he wished to accomplish. Now, he was not engaged
in simple sieges, or in local expeditions, as had been those
of Valtellina and Montferrat, or in pursuits across national
territory against bands of rebels themselves even less
organised than the pursuers. He was now engaged in a
European war. For, if Richelieu had not declared war
against Spain (she had furnished a pretext for him by
molesting the Elector of Treves), it is evident that the
Hapsburg of Austria, even if not directly provoked, would
have struck in his turn, and would have chosen his own
time for doing so. The struggle extended from the North
Sea to the Alps, on a front the immensity of which can be
compared to that of the last war. As for the adversary, it
was the Spanish infantry then celebrated throughout the
whole of Europe for its massive strength, its magnificent
discipline, the machine-like infallibility of its thrust, the
infantry which had assured the imperial victory at Nord-
lingen. Against this vigorous enemy, with the added
strength of its invincible reputation, Richelieu risked the
prestige of France and all his hopes of a hegemony, which
he had the honesty to keep to himself, but which were not
yet realised, and which a defeat would have destroyed.
This was, for him, a period of feverish yet marvellously
23?